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Juhe Young was recruited out of

' 8. Francis High School to play golf

.8t UCLA, but after two years, the

1

team encountered difficulties with its .

ach who decided to disband the
entire squad and start anew.

! ““Young says it's the best thing that

gyer happenied to her.
=*“I'm really grateful, actually,” said

be ung, 25. ‘I wasn't very happy with

aying golf. And cycling is a neat
port, because. you'can see your
Togress s quickly.”

sc After just three years of racing, the
Sacramento native is one of the most

» piromising cyclists'in the world. She’s
| seemingly come out of nowhere for
" high finishes in major races, includ-
. ing a second at Sunday’s Nevada City
« Classic, where she lost in a sprint to

I yeteran rider Sally Zack.

“People are saying, ‘What the heck
‘"happened to her? Who's she?
here’d she come . from?’ ” said

i 1SEToung s coach, Bob Augeklo of Team

lua. “I'don’t thmk even Julie real-

'L izes how good she is.
¥74She’s right there, almost equal to

' Biie of the best, Julie’s really going o’

L #eHer immediate destmauon 1s Idar {

’)enge The lo-da'y, 11-stage event is

the best women riders in the world —
and she’ll very quickly be considered

Bo places.”
Ho, for the Ore-Ida Women’s Chal-

e top women'’s race in the country

' {; and the toughest, .covering 588
mi

les and climbing 19,306 feet.

BICYCLING

By Susan Slusser - |

- that she turned out to be at the top

level.”
" Young initiaily start racing with
the Davis Bike Club three years ago,

‘and later rode with Menlo Velo: Then
Augello spotted her at races in Visa- .

liain March.

- “Julie was aggresswe and very,
very strong,” Augello said. “She was
always at the front or near the front,
never out of the action.-And she was
very animated about being totally in-
to the race.

“She flatted when I was in the sup-
port vehicle, and she was very in-
tense about getting back into the
race. She was obviously very com-
mitted.”

Young iS raCmg to the world-class level

 the summer and plaris. to live in Au-

“burn during the offseason, ‘where

she’ll run and Rollerblade to stay in

shape: She also. wants to concentrate

on another sport.
“I'm trying to do more mountain

biking,” Young said. “I'll probably do’

some racing, just for dlversnty and to
keep up my intensity.”

Young picks things up so fast, off-
road riders had better beware. :

e

the Nevada City races included uU. S

national team member Steve Larsen
of Davis, who was 14th in Sunddy’s
men’s race, and 17-year-old Chad
Gerlach of Sacramento, who was
19th. Stacey Cooper of Sacramento
was 14th inthe women’srace. -

SUSAN SLUSSER is a staff writer-and cys
cling enthusiast. Her columns appear on al-

g /#’qk

" “Luckily, You

Classic and the mountainous Mam-
moth Cycling Classic in early June.

th' and finished second overall in

e three-stage event,
%2“1 really feel confident climbing
is year,” she said. “At the start of
he year, | was pretty happy with my

%e won the second stage at Mam-~

‘ §printing, but I didn’t want to limit
.Inyself to criteriums. To be world-
! tlass, you have to be a good climber.”

2 Next on Young’s list is the U.S. Na-

e also hopes to compete in the Pan

§‘;S;1als in Park City, Utah, July. 2-9.

Games in Havana, Cuba, in Au-

.‘@Ist and in the World Champion-

hips in Stuttgart, Germany, the
me month. Next year, Young'is

aiming fora spot on the U.S. Olympic

‘team.
i “I think Julie would do very well at

Worlds — and an Olympic berth is a,

probability,” Augello said. “She’s got
all the pieces to the puzzle. She's got
reat mental concentration, a gifted
gody and she has worked very hard.
e's become world class in a very
ort time.”

Young is trammg in Truckee for

has been concen-:
‘tratmg on her climbing and looked
“strong in both the hilly Nevada City

\

For the first time, Young also has a
nationally competitive team, with ex-
~perienced racers such as Sue Sutton,
Tricia Walters and team captain Car-
ofyn Donnelly, along with World
mountain bike champion Julie Furta-
and track rider Renee Duprel.
“This team looks really big for the
_ ﬁature, Young said. “We all get
gJ.ong really well as a team; we’re not
just a bunch of individuals. It's really
1mp0rtant to know that your team-
inate is not chasing you down, but is
back there blocking for you.”
mBefore she\ joined Team Kahlua,

awner Steve Rex (Rex Cycles) for
equipment., “Steve helped me tre-
mendously,” she said. “He really sup-
ported me, built my bike — he’s such
&good guy.
hegmmng, which was great.” |

wiYoung’s success, however, means

she can no longer ride Rex’s bikes.
Bhe has to use the equipment provid-
ed by her new sponsor.

Notebook — Top local finishers in

Young had:to rely on local bike shop. |

e helped me from the

#¢“I knew she didn’t have anything
going, so I asked her if she wanted to
ride one of my bikes,” Rex said. “Un-
til now, when she can’t ride it any-
more. 'm kind of disappointed about
that, because she’s really prominent
riow, and it’s a big boost to have
someone of her caliber on my bike.

1 “I didn’t know she’d be this good
bis year — she’s one of the very,
very best in the nation. Mainly I did it

iw:ause I like he:..l.gust worked out
padiy 1'\%
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